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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 25 July 2006 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on 25 September 2003 is/are: a)M accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after allowance or after an Office 
action under Ex Parte Quayle, 25 USPQ 74, 453 O.G. 213 (Comm'r Pat. 1935). Since 
this application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 .1 14, and the fee 
set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, prosecution in this application has 
been reopened pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 25 July 2006 
has been entered. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Prosecution on the merits of this application is reopened on claims 1 -5, 8 and 21- 
25 considered unpatentable for the reasons indicated below. 

3. Applicant is advised that the Notice of Allowance mailed 17 March 2006 is 
vacated. If the issue fee has already been paid, applicant may request a refund or 
request that the fee be credited to a deposit account. However, applicant may wait until 
the application is either found allowable or held abandoned. If allowed, upon receipt of 
a new Notice of Allowance, applicant may request that the previously submitted issue 
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fee be applied. If abandoned, applicant may request refund or credit to a specified 
Deposit Account. 

4. Claims 9-1 5 remain allowed for the reasons indicated in the prior Office action 
allowed. 

5. Claim 7 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

6. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

With regard to claim 7, the prior art made of record does not teach or fairly 
suggest the honeycomb filter of claim 1 wherein the ratio of the hydraulic diameters is 
1.7 to 2.0). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

8. Claims 1-5, 8 and 21-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Komori et al. '194 (US Design Patent D505.194 S). 

Komori et al. '194 discloses a honeycomb filter comprising an array of 
interconnecting porous walls which define an array if first channels and second 
channels, the first channels being bordered on their sides by the second channels and 
having a larger hydraulic diameter than the second channels, the first channels and 
second channels having a square cross-section, with comers of the first channels 
having a shape such that the thickness of the porous walls adjoining corners of the first 
channels are comparable (approximately equal) to the thickness of the porous walls 
adjoining edges of the first and second channels, wherein a ration of the hydraulic 
diameter of the first channels to the hydraulic diameter of the second channels is 1 .33 
(see Fig. 8 - first channel shown as 3/32" and second channels shown as 1/8"), wherein 
the shape includes a fillet (see Figs. 8 and 10) or a bevel (see Fig. 1 1 ), and wherein the 
first channels are end-plugged at a first end of the honeycomb filter and the second 
channels are end-plugged at a second end of the honeycomb filter in Figs. 2-1 1 . 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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9. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

10. Claims 24 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Komori et al. '194 (US Design Patent D505.194 S) in view of Pitcher, Jr. (US 
4,417,908). 

Komori '194 discloses the honeycomb being a columnar body having an outer 
profile which is circular and defined by a skin, but it does not teach the honeycomb 
being non-segmented. 

Pitcher, Jr. discloses a similar honeycomb filter which is formed as a non- 
segmented columnar body in Fig. 2. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the non-segmented construction of Pitcher, Jr. into 
the honeycomb filter of Komori et al. to allow the honeycomb to be manufactured as a 
single piece to eliminated the processing step of joining various segments together and 
to eliminate the possibility of the segments separating during operation, as is well 
known in the art. 

Conclusion 



1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason M. Greene whose telephone number is (571) 
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272-1 157. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday (9:00 AM to 5:30 
PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Duane Smith can be reached on (571) 272-1 166. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Jason M. Greene 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1724 
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